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ON OF RETURNED EXPATS : ASTUDY
LA IN THE WAKE OF COVID19

"3 Dr. Reean George”

e outhreak of the pandemic COVID

. e and 10 1mMpoSE tray elre
lers has resulted in a cnisis for the third world

o lation of diaspora faces the greatest challenge of repatriating thetr exp
wons. The evacuation of Non-Resident Indians from many ¢

w compelling rec

§. 4 small state in the southcmmost part of the country with highe
ns. Kerala diaspora looked at their homeland with great expectations The
420 hack the expatniates who had been the pillars otits economy The paper criucally looks at the

LN

|9 has urged all the countnies of the world to ¢l

strictions to contain the spread of the virus The dec
{ countrics that have a huge popula

e

ose thewr borders to
‘on taken by the nanons (O close
tion of diaspora. India with the
atnates who are stranded oyverseas
wntries created economic Cnsis
<t remittance was deeply affected by the
government ook Varous steps to
initiatives taken by

< aie government to repatnate and rehabilitate the returmned expatriates.

Lmards : COVIDIY, Kerala Diaspora. Keralie, Dream Kerala Project.
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I'he global economic crisis that set in with the
50D 19 pandemic has affected the entire human
“™ianon. It has disrupted the normal life of people all
e world. One of the measures that every nation
“¥ed to contain the spread of the pandemic is closing
_‘- “wders to foreigners. This has affected the developing
x to a large extent as a huge population of their
x :::;?j;tm thg diaspora. India has got the largest
™ P 1on 1 the world. As per the UN report
“m Economic Times, India has almost 17.5

o ke ining outside in diflerem countries (2019
| .:,.q(%l_“:i;ﬂpf:y an importamt role in the
g ¢loping countries. The country

Vi * Tbudlion in remittances it received in

e 0 1
he World Bank has recogmzed the
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(TSN f\cf‘l’iimlﬂg nations with
I borrew more moncy than the

different countries has stuck 1ts blow on the economy of
India and especially of Kerala, a state i the southemmost
part of India with an overseas population of 34.17 lakh
and with the highest remittance rate (28 2019} Of the
total remittance to the country, 19 percent comes from the
diaspora of Kerala. When India announced 11s official
lockdown on 24 March, 2020 to contain the spread of the
pandemic, buge population of the diaspora was stranded
in different parts of the world Of about half a milfion
Indians stranded in the GCC countries in West Asia, the
vast majority of the stranded people were tfrom Kerala
(Jacob 2020). The diaspora population of Kerala who
stood as the pillar of its economy sought help from then
homeland to return to their home The sate T{?\'{\‘ﬁ;.i{'d
positively to their pleas to the extent that Kerala urged the
Central government w arrange special flights 10 bring
back the stranded The Indiun Fxpress
reported that the chiet muuster of Kerala recommended

the central government to enswe the a atlahility ol st

expatrates

kits i countnes with targe dlaspora populstions (2020
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